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PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will be found in 
a list facing p. 4 of the advertisements, and among the publi- 
cations in question attention is especially drawn to those referred 
to in the following notice. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of March, 1900, have been pub- 
lished. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each 
month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present instance 
84d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, 
E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. John Menzies 
& Co., 12, Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, 
Glasgow ; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1898 may be 
purchased at a cost of 8s. 13d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from - 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1894 to 1898 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts, The “ Annual Statement” for 1899 
will shortly be published. 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


For a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series, issued by the Foreign Office, and the Reports issued 
by the Colonial Office, see pp. 247 and 248. 
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RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Accounts relating to the Trade and Commerce of certain Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions. No III, 75-11. Price 4d. 


This is the third number of the monthly accounts relating to 
the trade of some of the principal Foreign Countries and British 
Possessions, which are issued periodically by the Board of Trade. 
The present number contains returns for Germany, Holland, 
Belgium, France, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Austria-Hungary, the 
United States, India, and Canada, the statements for each country 
dealing with the latest period for which returns had been received 
at the Board of Trade at the date of preparation. 


Siath Annual Abstract of Labour Statistics of the United Kingdom. 
1898-99. Cd. 119. Price 113d. 


This volume, which is issued by the Labour Department of the 
Board of Trade, collates and summarises the oflicial statistics of 
the United Kingdom relating to the following subjects :—Trade 
Unions, Associations of Employers, Workmen’s Co-operative 
Societies, Workmen’s Clubs, Friendly Societies, Trade Disputes, 
Conciliation, Arbitration, Production, Fluctuations in Employment, 
Imports and Exports, Prices, Pauperism, Profit Sharing, Changes 
in Wages and Hours of Labour, Rates of Wages, &c., Industrial 
Accidents, Industrial Actions and Prosecutions, Growth and 
Movement of Population, &c., Occupations of the People, &c., 
Employment of Women and Children, Employment of Seamen, 
Building Societies and Savings Banks. A general summary of 
some of the most important figures relating to the condition of 
labour, &c., in 1896-9 is prefixed to the volume. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


CANADA. 


‘The “Iron Age” (New York) of tha 12th ult. states that a number 
: of Canadian and American capitalists are inte- 

ae saan rested in a project for establishing in the city of 
ter “fe Halifax large steel shipbuilding works. It is 
_ reported that leading members of the Dominion 


Iron and Steel Company have been approached with a view of 
enlisting their financial interest in the enterprise. To them the 
undertaking is expected to commend itself as an additional open- 
ing for the consumption of iron and steel produced at their Sydney 
works. The scheme has not yet been reduced to definite terms, 
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but the amount mentioned as the probable capital of the company 


to he organised is 4,000,0001. 

Nova Scotia has never been reconciled to the loss of the great 
shipbuilding industry that once flourished in its numerous ports, 
an industry which received its death blow when iron and steel took 
the place of wood as the chief material of vessel construction. Of 
late years the question of starting a great steel shipbuilding 
industry at some point in the Province has been agitated, and 
among the places making the strongest claims are Sydney, Halifax 
and Dartmouth, just across the harbour from Halifax. A steel 
shipbuilding plant in that part of Canada is certain to be a 
development of the near future—a sequence of the iron and steel 
industries that are rising on both sides of Sydney harbour. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to 
Enquiries Canadian trade received at the i 

. Government Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., 
relating to Trade. where further information may be obtained. 


Home Enquiries.-—A Scotch firm desires to be placed in communi- 
tion with the best buyers in Canada of iron and steel plates, bars, 
angles, &c., for shipbuilding and engineering purposes ; also with 
users of fire-bricks and fire-clay. 

A firm doing a large business in cattle bones, hoofs, oils, hair, 
and other animal products, is open to buy further supplies from 
Canada, and desires to be placed in communication with exporters. 

A timber house who is a buyer of large quantities of mouldings 
and ready-made sashes and frames, which might be worked from 
white pine, red pine or bass wood, desires to correspond with large 
makers in Canada. 

A north of England firm, manufacturing sheet lead, water and 
gas pipes, enquires for large producers of Canadian pig lead. 


Canadian Enquiries—A Canadian firm, manufacturing vehicle 
wheels, desire to correspond with a responsible firm of brokers 
handling carriage and waggon wheels. 

A correspondent in Toronto desires to obtain information con- 
cerning a new metal called “ albradium,” and would like to corre- 
spond with the manufacturers. 

A gentleman having a mica property in Canada, and who is also 
interested in an extensive deposit of the oxide of iron in the same 
district, desires to correspond with firms interested in these 
minerals, as well as in molybdenite. 

The following trade enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Section of the Imperial Institute, from the Curator of 
which Section further particulars may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries—A Midlands firm of manufacturers of hampers 
and haskets of all kinds seeks a reliable Canadian representative. 
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Openings for British Trade. 


A North-country house wishes to hear from Canadian manu- 
facturers of organs not already represented in the United Kingdom. 

A correspondent in Malta asks for names of Canadian manu- 
facturers of jams of good quality. 

- Enquiry is made for the names of responsible Canadian leather 
merchants who would be open to buy English manufactured 
leathers. 

An enquiry is to hand for samples of Canadian Albertite cannel 
coal, together with particulars as to analysis, supplies, &c. 


Canadian Enquiries—A Canadian manufacturer of wheels, hubs, 
shafts, spokes, &c., asks to be placed in touch with large United 
Kingdom importers. 

A Canadian firm is open to supply cedar hop poles, and invites 
correspondence. 

A Canadian company manufacturing all kinds of wooden hay 
rakes, hoe and mop handles, is prepared to furnish samples and 
quotations. 

A Canadian manufacturer of wood mantels, seats, &c., desires 
names of importers. 

A Canadian manufacturer of biscuits of all kinds, confectionery, 
and pickles would like to establish export relations. 


RUSSIA. 
The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office, 
Trade from the British Commercial Agent in Russia, 


a translation of an extract from the “ Torgovo- 

Advertisements. promishlennaia Gazeta” (“Industrial and Com- 
mercial Gazette,” the official organ of the Department of Trade and 
Manufactures of the Russian Ministry of Finance) of 30th March 
—-12th April, 1900, which reads as follows :— 

“ Notices and announcements from the Department of Trade 
and Manufactures.” 

-“The undermentioned American firms, engaged in the raw 
material trade, have expressed a desire to enter into direct com- 
munication with Russian houses and firms.” (Here follows a list 
of names and addresses.) 

British firms who desire, if practicable, to have similar notices 
would do well to communicate with the Imperial Russian,Financial 
Agency, 107, Cromwell-road, 8.W., or direct with the Department 
of Trade and Manufactures of the Ministry of Finance at St. 
Petersburg. No fees are payable, whether the application for a 
no ice be granted or not, 


| 
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SWEDEN 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
Senders fae from H.M. Consul at Stockholm, stating 
Copper Wire that Tenders are invited by the Administration 
PP ’ of Swedish Telegraphs, not later than the 7th 
May at noon, for the supply of 20,000 kilogrammes of copper wire 
of 3 millimetres thickness, intended for the Swedish State 
telephones. 
Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 


Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m, 


PORTUGAL. 
The “ Lisbon Gazette” of 24th ult. contains an announcement 
Optical that Tenders will be received up to 31st inst., 


at the Secretariat of the Administrative Council 
Instruments. of tho Army Arsenal, for the supply of articles 


and material for signalling, principally heliographs, signal lamps, 
telescopes, dc. 


SPAIN. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 23rd inst. publishes an announcement 
asking for Tenders up to 30th May next, at 
Public Works, Gijon, for the construction of the prison for 
the district of that name, the estimated cost of 

which is 279,099 pesetas, or about £8,500. 
The “Gazette” containing the announcement may be seen at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 59, 
Parliament Street, S.W., between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from H.M. Chargé d’ Affaires at Madrid, stating 
Tenders for Coal. that tenders are invited by the authorities at 
Santander, not later than the 17th May next, 
at noon, for the purchase of 2,080 tons of mineral coal for the 
port dredgers. 
Such particulars as have been received may be examined cn 
personal application at the Commere‘al Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m, 
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AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


H.M. Consul at Prague, in a report to the Foreign Office, states 
General Openings that, at his request, the Chambers of Commerce 
aN in Prague, Reichenberg, Pilsen, and Budweis 
for Trade. have consented to receive and place in their 
export bureaus for public information any price lists and catalogues 
from British firms and manufacturers who may wish to enter into 
or extend their trade with Austria-Hungary. These should be as 
far as possible in the German language. 

The principal imports from Great Britain are iron, leather, 
machinery, cotton, wool, and from India, cotton, jute, rice, indigo, 
spices, linseed, gums, &c., as also coffee and cocoa. 

The principal exports to Great Britain are sugar, leather goods, 
eggs, and glass. 

There is an increasing demand for English furniture, groceries, 
hosiery, hats, stoneware, and drapery, such as linings, curtains, &c. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,402.) 


JAPAN. 


In a report by Mr. A. H. Lay, Assistant in H.M. Consular Service 
Soeumatios in Japan, on the trade of that country in 1899 
it is stated that, so far, not many locomotives 

Trade. have been constructed in Japan—about 15 in 

all. These have been built at the Kobe Railway Station Works 
and in the workshops of the Sanyo Railway Company. Engines 
made in Japan are considered to cost a much less sum than those 
procured out of the country, but it is a moot point whether this is 
actually so when all expenses, including wear and tear of shops, 
&c., are taken into consideration. As regards the merits of 
foreign locomotives, competent observers who have made a careful 
study of the question say that the Japanese have become firmly 
convinced that the British engine is the best. Formerly orders 
for numbers of engines were sent in preference to the United - 
States, but that was because manufacturers there were prepared to 
sell at two-thirds of the cost of British engines, and to promise 
delivery in one-third of the time. The active demand, however, 
for American locomotives has given the establishments in the 
United States plenty of work, and they have raised their prices 
and have ceased to offer the same facilities as to promptness of 
delivery as heretofore. One thing which still militates against 
the sale of the British locomotive is the long time taken’ in the 
execution of orders, manufacturers at home not having sufficient 
leisure to contract for delivery as speedily as the Japanese wish. 
To cite a case in point, an agent for an English firm was recently 
told by the authorities having the direction of the Hokkaido Railway, 
where the engines all come frem the United States, the line 
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having been planned by Americans, that they would be very glad 
to place some orders in England, but that their regulations forbade 
them to undertake contracts for more than a year ahead. 
Consequently the impossibility of effecting delivery of British 
locomotives in less than 15 months’ time prevented their use on 
the line in question. 

The following table shows the value of the imports of loco- 
motives and railway carriages into Japan, in each of the years 
1897, 1898, and 1899 :— ‘ 


| Value. 
Year. | From From From 
| Great Britain. | United States.| Germany. 
| £ £ £ 
1897 ... 2,791,693 2,414,096 67,173 
1898 ... aw 3,182,614 2,019,214 17,278 
1899 ... 1,551,615 941,087 89,529 


Office, Annual Series, 2,397.) 


) 
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THE SWEDISH TIMBER INDUSTRY. 


H.M. Consul at Stockholm, in a recent report to the Foreign 
Office, writing of the timber industry in 1899, says that the 
increased demand for wood made the foreign buyers early enter 
into contracts with the Swedish exporters of this article for the 
delivery of large quantities, especially as regards redwood and 
broad dimensions of whitewood at advanced prices. About the 
middle of February, 50 up to 60 per cent. of the whole quantity of 
wood to be shipped during 1899 had been contracted for. The 
prices obtained at the commencement of the season for whitewood, 
especially for narrow dimensions, did not rise from their low 
and unaccountable fall to the high prices reached in 1898. 
The quotations for redwood deals showed a tendency to rise, 
whereas the prices for battens, boards, and “ planchettes” of this 
kind of wood continued to be steady. They did not, however, 
reach the highest figures quoted in 1898. It is to be noted that 
large quantities of deadwood of the qualities called 5ths and 
inferior 6ths that were offered for sale fetched comparatively low 
prices—for the last-named more than 1l. under 1898. This 
circumstance, as well as the fact that the great bulk of white- 
wood was sold at prices below the average of 1898, caused the 
total average price of 1899 for sawn wood to be less than that of 
the preceding year; and although the export of 1899 exceeded 
that of 1898 by 10,857 standards, the total amount received for 
wood shipped during 1899 did not reach as high a figure as that 
of the previous year. 

At the beginning of 1899 it was considered that in most of the 
timber-importing countries the consumption had reached its 
culminating point and could not further increase, particularly so 
far as London was concerned. These views, however, showed 
themselves later on to be incorrect, inasmuch as everywhere 
wood was disposed of in still greater quantities. On the other 
hand, the power of producing wood, at least as regards the 
northern part of Europe, was limited. The consequence was that 
the stocks in the hands of both exporters and importers became 
very much reduced, which circumstance caused the importers to 
look very eagerly and earlier than usual for fresh supplies to meet 
the demands of the new year (1900). Prices in consequence ran 
up very quickly, and to a height which they have not reached 
since 1873. 

The following table shows the total amount of wood exported 
from Sweden during the years 1896-99 in St. Petersburg 


standards :— 


Year. Total Export Of this to Great 
“ to all Countries, Britain and Ireland. 


Sc. Petersburg Stds. | St. Petersburg stds. 


1896 ... ose soe 1,026,667 472,490 
1897 ... eee eve ove 1,093,047 502,900 
1898 ... son eee 1,015,835 468,782 


_ 1899 ... ese 1,026,692 486.076 


| 
| 
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Taken altogether, 1599 may be termed a very favourable year 
for the Swedish wood trade. Business in Great Britain, the best 
customer for this kind of produce, went on briskly in spite of the 
trouble in South Africa; and, when that is over, it is expected 
that a great deal of timber will be required for South Africa 
to make up for the destruction of buildings, &c., which has taken 
place there during the war. 

The growing number of new factories did not spoil the 
market for chemical wood pulp. On the contrary, the demands, 
owing to the greatly increased circulation of newspapers caused 
by the American and South African Wars, continued to increase. 
The United States and Canada—usually the rivals of Sweden in 
this industry—have ordered considerable quantities of cellulose in 
this country. The year ended with good prospects and the follow- 
ing favourable prices : — 


Per Ton, f.o.b., in a Swedish Port, according 
to Quality and Time of Delivery. 
For. 
From. | To. 
d. | £s. d. 
Sulphite, unbleached ws jan 710 0 712 2 
Sulphate 7 &s | 7 6 8 


Prices of mechanical wood-pulp, which began very badly after 
the unfavourable year 1898, rose about 50 per cent. towards the 
end of 1899, Thus 26 kr, (1l. 8s. 11d.) to 45 kr, (21. 10s.) per ton 
f.o.b. in a Swedish port were paid for some time, whilst afterwards 
60 kr. (31. 6s. 84.) to 85 kr. (21. 10s. 3d.), all f.o.b. in a Swedish 
ed aes to quality, &. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
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»«» GERMAN CAPITAL IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


A. despatch dated 7th ult. has been received at the Foreign 

ffice from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, forwarding copy of a 

{emorandum relating to a statement drawn up by the Admiralty 
in Berlin showing the amount of German capital invested in 
foreign countries. Information of this nature was not available 
a short time ago, but special efforts have been made since 
1898 to obtain reliable data through Consular officers and other 
sources abroad. The figures obtained do not relate to Europe— 
except Turkey—nor to the United States and the German Protecto- 
rate. The result of the enquiry within the above-mentioned limits 
is as follows :---a total capital of 350,000,000. to 375,000,0001., 
which is calculated to represent a yearly interest of not less than 
21,000,0007. to 22,500,0007. And this does not include inyest- 
ments in foreign loans and speculations. It merely comprises the 
visible working capital in business houses, landed property, plan- 
tations, banks, shipping, railways, mines, industrial undertakings, 
agricultural colonies, &c. 
_ The Sonth American Continent represents a sum of 87,000,000. 
to 100,000,000/., of which one-quarter falls to the West Coast and 
one-half of all the rest to the Argentine Republic, the remaining 
portion being distributed over the other parts of the East Coast. 
Two-thirds of the total are considered to be engaged in commer- 
cial undertakings. Landed properties and plantations also stand 
for a large part; the proportion invested in industries is much less. 

The Central American countries (and islands), as also the South 
American States on the Carribean Sea and Mexico, stand for 
50,000,0007. to 60,000,0007. 

It is estimated that, with the United States and British North 
America, the total American Continent may stand for some 
250,000,0007. 

In the South Seas, German capital is principally concentrated in 
Australia. Of the 27,500,000/. to 30,000,000l. there, five-sixths 
fall to the Australian Continent. 

In Asia, including the Levant, there are about 50,000,000/., 
with nearly one-third in Eastern Asia, with about one-fourth in 
Upper and Lower India and in the Dutch Islands and the Philip- 
pines, and with the remainder in the Turkish Dominions. 

In Africa—leaving out Egypt and the German Protectorates— 
there are some 50,000,000/., almost entirely in South Africa, 
especially in the Transvaal mines, which may be put at 45,000,0001. 


| 
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THE FOREIGN TRADE OF JAPAN IN 1899.* 


The following particulars relating to the foreign trade of Japan 
in 1899, are taken from a report received at the Foreign Office 
from Mr. A. H. Lay, Assistant in H.M. Consular Service in 
Japan (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,397) :— _ 

The foreign commerce of Japan entered upon.a new stage with 
lst January, 1899. 'The year saw the inauguration of radical 
changes calculated to have an immediate effect upon trade, and 
bringing with them possibilities for the future. ‘That being the 
initial year of the new system, it is as yet impossible to predict 
with any approach to accuracy what the result of the changes will 
be, but they would certainly appear to indicate great opportunities 
for the development of foreign trade. At the same time, Japan is 
not a new country, and although foreign firms are establishing 
branches in several places throughout the country, such as Nagoya, 
and the ubiquitous Chinaman is to be found peddling his wares in 
many of the inland towns, it is probable that trade will remain 
largely in its old channels for some time to come, and that the 
chief centres of foreign trade hitherto existing will not lose their 
importance. Few foreigners have left the old treaty ports for the 
interior, and it must be many years before there will be sufficient 
inducement for such a radical change. So far the opening of the. 
country has had little, if any, effect upon the foreign trade of 
Japan. 

The year 1899 was the most profitable one to importers for 
many years, and the extraordinary rise in values, which extended 
to most branches of the import trade, helped to compensate 
merchants for the preceding years, when things were not so 
favourable. 1900 gives promise of being equally satisfactory 
from the point of view of the importer, as the absence of large 
stocks allows him to entertain the hope that any fall in price 
which may take place in home markets will be fe!lowed but slowly 
in Japan. On the other hand, caution is compelled by the fact 
that in prosperous times the Japanese dealer has a proneness to 
purchase excessive stocks, while he is apt to leave goods ordered 
by him in the warehouses of importers at their entire charge when 
the market turns out to be unfavourable to him. 

Since 1868 the export trade of Japan has exhibited a gradual and 
steady expansion, few years showing lower total values of articles 
exported than those preceding them. In 1869 the value of exports 
was 12,908,978 yen; in 1879, 27,505,069 yen; in 1889, 70,060,705 
yen, and in 1899, 214,929,894 yen. In no previous year were 
the exports represented by such high figures as last year, and the 
increase over the year 1898 was no less than 5,020,066/. In yen 
values the export trade was three times what it was 10 years 
ago. ‘The principal causes of the satisfactory condition of the 
volume of exports lie in the revival in the raw silk trade, the 


* For more detailed particulars on certain points, see also pp. 202, 222, and 239 
of this issue. 
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greater activity of the cotton spinning and manufacturing industry 
as evidenced by the large quantity of yarn and cotton tissues sent 
out of the country, and the exceptional rice harvest of 1898-99 
which provided a considerable surplus of export. The other 
articles which mainly contributed to the increased exportation 
were silk tissues, camphor, copper, sulphur, and timber. Exports 
of tea, matches, mats, and coal remain more or less satisfactory. 

The statistics given below indicate the proportion in which the 
trade of Japan for 1899 was distributed among the countries which 
principally take part in it :— 


Value. 
Country. 
Imports. Exports. Total. 

British Empire— | & £ & 
Great Britain... 4,577,812 1,150,557 5,728,369 
Hong Kong iss 749,134 3,500,571 4,249,705 
British India... 4,479,813 618,834 5,098,647 
a 174,426 221,513 395,939 
Canada ... = oe ove 18,581 240,722 259,303 

Total ... £ 9,999,766 5,732,197 15,831,963 
| 

United States 8,901,205 6,525,092 10,426,297 

France oes] 588,835 3,087,800 3,676,635 

Germany ... 1,798,013 387,603 2,185,616 

China 2,928,539 4,109,573 7,038,112 


Note.—The yen = 2s. 03d. 


On the whole, when the decreased importation of commodities 
in 1899 is taken into consideration, Great Britain’s share in the 
trade cannot be termed unsatisfactory. The smaller quantity of 
cotton yarn imported is accounted for partly by the growth in the 
output of the domestic manufactures. The value of the shirtings 
and cotton prints purchased from Great Britain was greater than 
that for 1897. The Italian cloth coming to Japan from home 
shows higher value than in 1898, and the same is true of the iron 
and steel. Flannels show a great falling-off, but so they do also 
in the case of the material procured from Germany. English 
flannel is said to be finding more favour among the better classes 
of Japanese than that from any other country, owing to itssbetter 
, ieee and greater durability. Woollen cloths from Great Britain 

o not show any great falling-off, less in proportion than that from 
elsewhere, and have actually increased when compared with 1897. 
Machinery and engines of British manufacture were less in demand 
proportionately, but in the case of locomotive engines and railway 
carriages the decrease was less marked than that noticeable in the 
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importation from the United States. The imports of iron, bar and 
rod, coming from Great Britain, diminished by more than half, but 
while the decrease in the value of the rails was also large, the 
value of the rails taken from the United States, which was more 
than double that supplied by Great Britain in 1898, fell to little 
more than the same figures for 1899. 

The principal exports to Great Britain from Japan were rice, 
copper, silk tissues (habutc), silk handkerchiefs, raw silk, porcelain, 
earthenware and lacquer ware, mats, carpets, straw plaits, and 
camphor. More than four times as much rice as in 1898 went 
to the United Kingdom in 1899, and an enormous rise in the 
quantity of copper sent is to be seen from the returns, the figures 
for December alone being almost equal to those for the whole 
of the preceding year. 4,131,267 bundles of straw plaits were 
supplied to Great Britain in 1899, as compared with 3,450,767 
bundles in 1898, The quantities of the other principal articles 
exported thither from Japan do not show much change for the 
year under review, with the exception of silk tissues, which have 
had a considerable increase. Raw silk, silk handkerchiefs, camphor, 
lacquered ware, and mats exhibit a slight decrease, while porcelain 
and earthenware and carpets have increased to a small extent. 

The United States used to ke an excellent customer of Japan, 
but only supplied in return a limited quantity of commodities. 
During the past few years, however, this state of things has 
changed, and although America still remains the chief market for 
Japan’s staple products, the former now competes successfully for 
a large share of the import trade of the latter. 

American competition was not quite so keen during 1899 as in 
the preceding years. The explanation is that American manufac- 
tures had more work under execution, and were consequently not 
so ready to seek fresh outlets for their productions. Previously 
they were eager to get rid of their surplus stock at cheap prices 
to Japan owing to dulness of trade. In the importation of rails 
the greatest falling-off is observed, and in locomotives and railway 
carriages a decrease by more than one-half is apparent. Machinery 
and engines were also imported to a less extent. 

In cotton and iron nails, however, the importation from the 
United States has made progress. American timber continues in 
demand in Japan for house-building purposes. The heavy duty 
imposed in the United States on imports from Japan is a matter 
of deep regret to Japanese merchants. When the reciprocal tariff 
arrangements between France and the United States were being 
discussed, the question of raising the duty on American oil if 
Japan were placed at a disadvantage vis-a-vis France with regard 
to the sale of her silk goods, was brought forward by several 
newspapers. One proof that the importance of commerce between 
the United States and Japan is recognised is the despatch of two 
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Commissioners from Japan—one of them the Chairman of the 
Yokohama Chamber of Commerce (Japanese)—to the Philadelphia 
Commercial Congress in the autumn of 1899. 

With regard to the principal articles imported into and exported 
from Japan, the following tables show the value of Japanese trade 
by articles in the years 1898 and 1899 :— 


Articles, | 1898. 1899. 

» noshi and wast 271,000 416,000 
Other agricultural products 413,000 506,060 

Manufactured goods— 

Porcelain and earthenware 203,000 223,000 
Straw plaits ... 245,000 283,000 
Other manufactured goods ay we 477,000 567,000 

Mining products — 

Other mining products. ...... 87,000 95,900 

Marine products 205,000 259,000 

Total... 16,921,000 21,941,000 


_ A-—Value of Imports of Principal Articles into Japan. — 


Articles. 1898. 1899. 
| 

manufactures ee ses 1,985,000 1,432,000 

Wool, raw ben 168,000 441,000 
Metals ... bes os ast ove ..| 1,900,000 1,566,009 
Machinery and instruments... ... 2,562,000 1,197,000 
Drugs and chemicals ... 414,000 329,000 
Beans, peas and pulse ea ak iS = 725,000 901,000 
Kerosene oil ... sts ied 771,000 803,000 
Oil cake ese ove om 471,000 693,000 
Tobacco, leaf ... Ss 462,000 519,000 
Other articles ... des of. ...| 4,890,000 4,608,000 

Thal 28,328,000 22,499,000 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Finally, the trade of Japan in 1899 is shown in the following 
+ ae arranged according to the principal and other ports of the 


Ports. : Imports. || Exports. 

& 
Yokohama oes 7,805,000 11,053,000 
Kobe (Hiogo and Osaka) 8,326,000 
Nagasaki .. ese 1,138,000 634,000 
Hakodate ... sae ose ees 176,000 216,000 
Niigata... tee 12,000 14,000 


* The most important of these from a commercial] point of view are, at present, 
Shimoncseki and Moji and Kuchinotsu. 


TARIFF CHANGES | 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


GOLD COAST. 
A copy has been received at the Board of Trade of an Ordinance 
Tar ff passed in the Legislative Council of the Gold 
an Coast Colony, on the Ist February last, 
mendments. —_ effecting the following amendments in the 
Customs Tariff of the Colony :— 

1, The item numbered 25 in the second part of the Schedule to 
the Customs Tariff Ordinance of 1898 is amended by the 
substitution of the words “ Bona fide produce of West Africa,” for 
the words “ Produce bona fide of British West African Colonies.” 


2. “Coal” is added to the table of exemptions in the said 
Schedule, and numbered 9a. 


BRITISH HONDURAS. 
The Board of Trade are in receipt of a copy of an Ordinance 
Exemption from enacted by the Legislature of British Honduras 
paymentof December last relieving friendly foreign 
Customs Duties, @0Vernments from payment of import duty and 
ta from certain restrictions on the export of 
epee goods. The following is the text of the Ordin- 

ance 

‘Notwithstanding anything contained in Chapter 92 of ‘The 
“ «Consolidated Laws,’ or in any other law relating to the Customs 
“ it shall be lawful for the Governor to authorise, upon such’ con- 
“ ditions as he may see fit, the importation into this Colony, free of 
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“ import duty, by any friendly foreign Government, of goods, bond 
“ fide for the service of any such Government; and also in like 
“ manner to authorise the shipment out of bond by any such 
“ Government, of goods for a like purpose for any place beyond the 
“limits of this Colony in ships of any capacity, and without 
“ requiring that any export bond be entered into.” 


MALAY PROTECTED STATES. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Colonial Office copies 
Tariffs of the Customs Tariffs in force in the Protected 
a ed on States of Perak and Selangor which were ap- 
and Selangor. proved, the former by the British Resident on 
the 30th December, 1899, and the latter by the Resident-General 
on the 22nd December, 1899. The following are the Tariffs :— 


TARIFF OF PERAK. 
CUSTOMS DUTIES. 

The Resident, with the approval of the Resident-General, has 
been pleased, under the powers vested in him by the Customs 
Duties Enactment, 1898, to cancel Notification No. 710 of 4th 
November, 1898, so far as exports are concerned, and to impose 
Customs Duties on exports at the rates mentioned below upon the 
articles specified, such duties to come into force upon the publica- 
tion of this Notification in the Gazette. (The Notification referred 
to was published in the Gazette on the 5th January, 1900) :— 

Exports. 
Agricultural products— Duty. 

Tapioca, gambier, and pepper ... ... 22 per cent. ad val. 

Cocoanuts, copra, cocoanut oil, and cul- 


tivated rubbers me yee ... Not exceeding 14 per 
cent. ad val. 
Coffee... ive ... ScheduleA(see below). 
Sugar... in 1 per cent. ad val. 
Sugar cane ... 1 cent per picul. 
Elephant tusks and ivory ... aay ... 10 per cent. ad val. 
Fish— 
Blachan ... ove 50 cents per picul, 
Fish maws, fish refuse, ikan gulama, 
prawns (dried) ses int .»» 10 per cent. ad val. 
Horns and hides ... ae os ..» 10 per cent. ad yal. 


Jungle produce—- 
Including timber, firewood, mangrove 
bark, damar, gharu, rattan, ataps, 
kajang, and samier, also wood oils and 
getahs, not cultivated sae ... 10 per cent. ad val. 
Mangrove wood ... ove _ ... 1 dol. per picul. 
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Minerals— Duty. 
Gold one per cent. ad val, 
Tin (alluvial)... ... ScheduleB(see below). 
(lode) ose Half current rates for 


alluvial, with a mini- 
mum duty of 5 per 
cent. ad val. 


(ore)... ... 68 per cent. of duty 
on tin. 
Manufactured tin Same as tin, 
Tin exported from Upper Perak ‘lwo-thirds of current 
rates. 


», exported from Batang Padang... An additional duty of 
50 cents per picul. 


fee on tin... ... 3 cents per picul. 
Wolfram .. bint 2dols. per picul. 
Granite ... ose ose per cent. ad val. 
Marble... ane 200 per cent. ad val. 
Minerals not specified ... ane ... per cent, ad val. 


Schedule A 
Duty ad ral. 
When the price of coffee is below 19 dols. per picul _Free. 
When the price of coffee is 19 dols. and ™P to 21 dols. 


per picul . 1 per cent, 
When the price of coffee is over 21 dols. and up to 
23 dols. per picul ‘ . 14 
When the price of coffee is over "23. dols. and up ‘to 
25 dols. per picul 
When the price of coffee is over 25 dols. per picul ... 24 ” 
Schedule B 
Duty per bhara. 
Dols. Dols. Is, cts. 
When the price of tin exceeds 31 up to 32 per picul ... 10 50 


” ” 38 39 ” 12 50 
and so on, the duty being raised 50 cents per bhara for each rise 
in price of 1 dol. per picul, 


‘ » 
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TARIFF OF SELANGOR. 
Customs DUvuTIES. 


Table of Customs Duties imposed by the Resident, with the 
approval of the Resident-General, under section 3 of the Customs 
Duties Enactment, 1898. 


Imports. 
Items. Duty. 
Opium ... ... 12 dols. per ball. 
Spirituous liquors ‘(including gin 1 dol. per gallon, or half dozen 
other than “ Avh” ). quart or dozen pint bottles, 


and proportionate sums for 
smaller quantities. 

Gin (“Avh”) ... ce ... 83 dollars per case of 15 bottles, 
and proportionate sums for 
smaller quantities. 

Vermouth ... 00 cents a gallon, or half dozen 
quart or dozen pint bottles, 
and proportionate sums for 
smaller quantities. 


Port wine (German) ... ... Same as spirituous liquors. 
Exports. 
Agricultural Products— 
“Tapioca, gambier and pepper* 25 per cent. ad val. 
Cocoanuts, copra, cocoanut oil+ and 
cultivated rubbers... ene ... Not exceeding 1} per 
cent. ad val. 
Coffee... ... Schedule A (see 
below). 
Sugar... 1 per cent. ad val. 
Sugar cane 1 cent. per picul. 
Elephant tusks and ivor 10 per cent. ad val. 
Fish— 
Blachan ... 50 cents per picul. 
Fish maws, fish ‘refuse, galama, 
prawns (dried) es 10 percent. ad val. 
Horns and hides... 10 per cent. ad val. 


Jungle produce, including timber, ‘firewood, 
mangrove bark, damar, gharu, rattan, 
ataps, kajang, ‘and samier, also wood 
oils. and getahs, not cultivated .. ... 10 per cent. ad val. 


*Gambier and pepper grown on lands held under the re, Gambier and 
Pepper Land Regulations of the Ist August, 1884, will continue to pay duty at the 
rate of 30 cents per picul in the case of pepper, and 15 cents per picul in the case 
of gambier. 

+ No duty will be collected on cocoanut oil until further notice. 
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Minerals— 
Tin ... Schedule B (see 
below). 
Tin ore ... oa ids ov ... 68 per cent. of duty 
on tin. 
Manufactured tin ceo owe ... Same as tin. 
Weighing fee on tin... du ... 2 cents per picul. 
Wolfram .. de 2 dols. per picul. 
Minerals not specified ... per cent. ad val. 


Schedule A. 

Export duty, calculated on Singapore market price at the end 
of previous month, less 1 dol. per picul for freight and charges 
between Klang and Singapore. 

Coffee— 

When the price is below 19 dols. per sii . Nil. 

19 dols. per picul up to ‘ 21 dols. (inclusive) 

1 per cent. ad val. 

When the price is above 21 dols. per picul and up to 23 dols. (in- 
clusive) 1} per cent. ad val. 
above 23 dols. per picul and up to 25 dols. (in- 
clusive) 2 per cent. ad val. 
» above 25 dols. per picul 24 per cent. ad val. 

The duty on parchment coffee is calculated on two-thirds of the 

gross weight. 


” ” 


” ” 


Schedule B. 


ial ti u ara. 
Alluvial tin— Dols. Dols. oe ace 
When the price of tin exceeds 31 up to 32 per picul.... 10 50 

” ” 34 ” 35 coe ll 25 


39 , 40 .. 13 00 


41 ,, 42 
42, 438 » ee 14 50 


43 A. 15 00 
For every "additional 1 dol.” per picul i in the price of tin 50 
The duty will be reckoned on the price ae, daily from 
Singapore. 
Lode tin— 


Lode tin will pay duty at one-half the above rates, subject 
however to a minimum of 5 per cent. ad val. 


216 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [May 3, 1900. 


Tarif Changes and Customs Regulations. 


RUSSIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copies of despatches from H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg, in 
which it is stated that circulars have recently been issued by the 
Russian Department of Customs to the following effect :—. 


1. Articles made of the wire or rods referred to in section 155, 
Tariff point 2 (a), of the Russian Customs Tariff (i.e., 
TE of iron or steel wire or rods of a thickness or 
Classification. diameter of from 3 in. up to No. 25, Birmingham 
gauge, inclusive) are for the future to be admitted under section 
156, point 2 (a), at a duty of 9 roubles per poud (2/. 19s. 1d. 
per cwt.). 


2. Certain wines, viz., so-called Malton-Sherry, Malton-Port, and 

a -~ Malton-Tokai, are now, on the advice of the 

——— « Russian Medical Council, allowed to be admitted 
certain Wines. —_ into Russia, these wines not being medicinal. 


3. In virtue of a decision of the Council of the Empire, given 
on the 6th/19th March last, the duty paid on 
bse ye ” the materials used in the manufacture of cotton 
Made Cotton goods of native production are, on the expor- 
Racin te tation of such goods through the Trans-Caspian 
Afehanista and Bokharan Land Custom Houses to Afghan- 
ae. istan, to be returned in accordance with the 
general rules prescribed in sections 788-791 of the Customs Code. 
These rules provide as follows :— 

(a) On yarns and tissues, bleached and unbleached, the duty 
returnable to be at the rate of 2 roubles 25 copecks per poud 
(14s. 9d. per ewt.) ; 

() On yarns and tissues, dyed or printed (with the exception of 
those dyed Turkey red), at the rate of 2 roubles 623 copecks per 
poud (17s. 3d. per cwt.); and 

(c) On yarns and tissues dyed Turkey red, at the rate of 
3 roubles per poud (19s. 9d. per cwt.) 


The Board of Trade have also received information from H.M. 
Tariff Commercial Agent in Russia, through the 
Classification Foreign Office, to the ‘effect that ‘ woollen 
* “textiles and cloths, when duly certified as 


‘intended for use as actual working parts of machinery, &c.,” are 
to be classed, on importation into Russia, under Section 202 of the 
Customs Tariff—duty, 194 copecks per funt (53d. per Ib.). 

Mr. Cook adds that, in explanation of this circular “as to the 
“ order of admission of woollen textiles and cloths not otherwise 
“than under certificates of factory inspectors,” the Customs 
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Department now gives notice that the expression in that circular 
relating to the destination of cloths as necessary appurtenances of 
machines or for the operations of production must be understood 
in the sense of the cloths being destined for use as instruments, 
and not as material, of factory production. 


FRANCE (MARTINIQUE). 


With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 480-481 of 
Tariff the “ Journal” for the Ist March last respecting 
Modificati Tariff changes, &c., at Martinique, the Board of 
cations. Trade have now received, through the Foreign 
Office, a copy of a Decree of the French Government, further 
amending the table of exceptions from the General Customs Tariff 
of France, which is in force in Martinique. The following is a 
translation of the Decree :— 

Article 1.—The tables annexed to the Decrees of the 30th March, 
1893, and the 19th September, 1897, containing the exceptions 
from the General Customs Tariff at Martinique, are replaced, so far 
as regards Category viii., by the following table :-— 


VIII.—Articles of Consumption—“ Colonial Produce.” 


Leaf tobacco, 100 francs per 100 kilogs. (2/. 0s. 8d. per ewt.). 
Smoking tobacco, and snuff, 100 francs per 100 kilogs. (21. 0s. 8d. 


per cwt.). 

Chewing tobacco, 300 francs per 100 kilogs. (61. 1s. 11d. per 
cwt.). 

Cigars and cigarettes, 300 francs per 100 kilogs. (6/. 1s. 11d. 
per cwt.). 


Sugar, prohibited—-with faculty of admission into warehouses. 

Molasses for distillation, 20 cts. (1°92d.) per saccharimetric 

degree and per 100 kilogs. 

Article 2.—The Minister of the Colonies is charged with the 
execution of the present Decree, which will be inserted in the 
“ Bulletin des Lois” and in the “ Bulletin Oficiel” of the Ministry 
of the Colonies, and published in the “ Jowrnal Officiel” of France 
and of the Colony of Martinque. 


SPAIN. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 639 of the issue 
_ of the “Journal” for the 22nd March last, 
ee. respecting the free importation into Spain of 
Sestietiene a3 ‘~ coal for the use of ocean-going ships, the Board 
Sten Sealine of Trade have now received, through the 
Foreign Office, a despatch from H.M. Embassy 


at Madrid, enclosing a translation of the regulations under which 
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the storage of coal on the storage-hulks is to be effected. ‘The 
following is the translation :— 

1. The storage-hulks shall be anchored at the part of the 
harbour chosen by the Marine Authorities and Custom House 
officers as most suitable for inspection. Deposits can be made in 
such floating warehouses as actually exist in accordance with 
Appendix 18 of the Customs Ordinances, but it will be indis- 
pensable that the actual quantity of coal at present in them must 
be unloaded. 

2. To place coal or coke in the hulks, it will be necessary to 
carry out the instructions of the Customs Regulations with 
reference to manifests and Consular certificates as to weight, and 
the Certificates will have to be complete. 

3. The interested party will present, within the proper time, the 
corresponding declarations in accordance with the prescribed form, 
and the appraisement will then take place ; the principal declara- 
tion will be retained inthe Custom House and the duplicate will 
be handed to the interested. party. These documents will have 
separate numbers from ordinary declarations of importation, and 
will be registered in special books. 

4. To dispose of the coal in the hulks the owner will present 
an invoice, in duplicate, of the quantity ; this will have a special 
number and be entered in a special book. The Administrator ot 
Customs will note the shipment on the principal invoice, and will 
hand it to the chief coastguard, who will sign the receipt in 
duplicate. The receipt for the coal will be signed respectively by 
the chief of the carabineers and the captain of the ship. It will 
then be returned to the Custom House, and the duplicate handed 
to the owner of the hulk. 

5. The Custom Houses will keep running accounts of the 
entries into and the output of coal from the hulks, which will be 
sent monthly to the owners for examination, &c. 

6. The owners will be obliged to pay Customs duties on the coal 
which, according to the accounts, should be in the hulks, but which 
cannot be accounted for. 


A despatch from H.M. Embassy at Madrid has been received at 
—_ the Board of Trade, through the Foreign Office, 
aetna, enclosing a précis translation of a Spanish 
Royal Decree, dated the 20th March last, 
tion of Freights promulgating a new law which suppresses the 
and Passengers. provisional tax on shipping freights and 


passengers imposed by the law cf August, 1896, and substitutes 
new taxation therefor. The following is the translation :— 

Article 1.—From the date of the promulgation of this law the 
following taxes are suppressed : 


| 
| 
| 
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‘(a) The provisional traffic tax on the carriage of passengers and 
tnerchandise created by the law of 30th August, 1896. 

(b) The taxes on loading and ral a merchandise and 
passengers chargeable under No. 5 of the Customs Regulations. 

(c) The taxes on passenger tariffs and registration of luggage 
and merchandise under Articles 10 and 15 of the Budget Law of 
28th June, 1898. 

Article 2.—All regulations, tariffs, arrangements, &c., referring 
to the above-mentioned taxes are derogated, except the agreements 
for a limited number of years which are still in force. 

Article 3.—A tax is created called the “ Jmpuesto de transportes” 
(tax on transport) to be imposed as follows : 

(a) On passengers by sea in vessels of the Ist, 2nd, and 3rd 
classes, and on metals and merchandise carried in such vessels or 
imported or exported through the custom-houses on land ; and 

(b) On travellers, metals, and merchandise of all classes circu- 
lating in the interior of the country by land or water. 

Article 4.—The tax on transport will be collected, so far as 
regards head (a) of the preceding Article, in accordance with the 
Tariffs attached to this Law. As regards head (b) it will be 
adjusted in accordance with the following : 

Twenty per cent. of the price of the tickets or seats of travellers 
in any description of land or water transport, but to be limited to 
10 per cent. in the case of train journeys when the companies 
reduce the prices 25 per cent. or more on the ordinary fares and 
publicly announce this reduction, stating in the announcement the 
value of the ticket at the reduced fare and the tax. 

Five per cent. on the price of transport of merchandise, metals, 
dead bodies, and funeral effects, and on the extra weight of luggage, 
by the same means of land and water transport. 

Article 5.—The Government can enter into arrangements for the 
payment of the transport tax as referred to in head ()) of Article 3 
with the following :— 

(a) Tramway, omnibus, and other like carriage companies that 
make fixed journeys at not more than 0°50 peseta for the whole 
journey, and with railway companies that also charge not more 
than 0.50 peseta for a whole journey. 

The price agreed upon with the said companies will not exceed 
1.50 pesetas per cent. of the total value of the travellers’ tickets 
for the year preceding the date of the contract, or 1 peseta per 
metre of the distance covered. 

(b) With companies and the owners of omnibuses and other 
carriages drawn by animals carrying passengers by road, crediting 
them with 50 per cent. of the tax on all the passengers that the 
carriages can carry. In case the companies refuse to enter into 
agreements, the Minister of Finanes can fix the sum to be paid 
and collect it. 


ote 
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Article 6.—The tax on carriages with two or four wheels, em- 
ployed on the ordinary roads for distances greater than 35 
kilometres, will be collected by means of licences to the owners. 
The amount will be fixed by the Minister of Finance on a basis of 
not less than 75 pesetas nor more than 250 pesetas. 

Article 7.—From the date of the promulgation of this law the 
Committee for the administration of the provisional tex on traffic, 
established by Article 10 of the law of the 30th August, 1896, 
will be suppressed. 

The administration of the transport tax under Article 3 (a) of 
this law will be under the charge of the Director-General of 
Customs. 

Article 8.—The transport tax will be collected from all travellers’ 
fares, metals, and merchandise, in accordance with the sums estab- 
lished under Article 4, with the following exceptions :— 

(a) Members of the armed forces, when travelling on Govern- 

‘ment service, or by order of their superiors. 

(b) Government employés who have the right to travel gratis 
and do so on Government service. 

(c) Employés of the railway companies travelling on their own 
lines. 

d) Children less than three years old. 

e) Shipwrecked persons, paupers and criminals travelling by 
order of the authorities. 

(f) Public correspondence, metals, tobacco, stamped documents, 
war material, and other effects carried on account of the State. 

(9) Travellers, metals, and merchandise going from one point to 
another in the same bay. 

(h) Empty cases of all kinds, including empty cisterns for the 
transport of liquids. 

(j) Travellers, metals, and merchandise transported without 
remaining at ports, or loaded or discharged on account of damage 
or other necessary cause. 

(k) Provisions and stores for ships on which they are taken on 
board. 

(1) Travellers’ luggage, arriving or leaving by sea and carried 
across the frontier. 

(m) Carriages and merchandise for the diplomatic corps. 

(n) Metals and merchandise from abroad passing in transit 
through Spanish territory, and Spanish metals and merchandise 
passing in transit through foreign countries in returning to Spain. 

(0) Carriages, horses, and foreign cattle allowed temporary 
admission into the Peninsula and Balearic Islands, in accordance 
with the Customs Regulations, and Spanish carriages, horses, and 
cattle sent abroad on the same conditions. 

(p) Travellers and merchandise that are excused payment in 
accordance with Commercial Treaties. 


4 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Article 9.—The tax will be enforced, both on loading and un- 
loading, from the captains and consignees of the ships and tran- 
sport agents representing them. 

Transport companies and owners of vehicles of all classes who 
transport travellers and merchandise by land or water must . 
demand the tax at the same time as the price of the ticket or seat 
of the passenger, or of the transport of merchandise, and pay the 
Treasury the amount collected on account of the tax. 

The regulations for the tax will determine the premium to be 
received for collecting it. 

Article 10.—Travellers, metals, and merchandise going from 
ports in the Peninsula and Balearic Islands to the Canary Islands 
and Spanish possessions, and those coming from these ports to the 
Peninsula and Balearic Islands are subject to the Tariffs established 
in these ports. 

Article 11.—The amount of the Tariffs established or to be 
established by the provincial and local committees for port works, 
must not in any case exceed 50 per cent. of the amount of the 
transport tax. 

Nevertheless, the octroi duties at present levied by authorities 
raising loans by authorisation of Government under the guarantee 
of such duties will continue to be collected in full until the 
completion of the works and the payment of the sinking fund on 
the loans. 

Article 12.—The Minister of Finance will draw up such regula- 
tions and adopt such measures as may be necessary to carry out 
this law. 


The following are the Tariffs for the levying of the transport 
tax referred to in paragraph (a) of Article 3 :— 


1.—Passengers. 


Class of Passengers’ Tickets. 


Ist. 2nd, 3rd. 


Shipping of the lst Class. Pesetas. | Pesetas.| Pesetas. 

Passengers travelling from one port of the Peninsula 

and Balearic Islands to another, or embarking at 

such ports for the Canary Islands and ports of 
Spanish Possessions, or coming from the same :— 

For journeys of up to 200 miles .. ve ase! 100 0°50 0:25 

» of more than 20:) miles 150 1:00 05) 

Shipping of the 2nd Class. 
Passengers coming from foreign ports of the Medi- 
terranean and the coast of Africa up to Cape 


Bojador, or embarking for such ports ews 3:00 150 0-75 
Passengers from or for other 
Eurvpean ports 4°CO 2:00 


Vessels of the 3rd Class. 
Passengers coming from or embarking for ports of 
other countries ... ove ove 25°00 15°00 5:00 
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2.— Merchandise. 
Per ton of 1,000 Kilogrammes, 
| loading. | loading. 
Shipping of the 1st Class, Pesetas. | ibotiia 
1 Minerals of all classes, mineral coal and coke, manure, 
lime, cement, stone, materials of clay and cement for 
4 All other merchandise and metals... O73 | O75 
| 
| 


Shipp'ng of the 2nd Class. 
Minerals, scoriv, and iron pyrites ... oss 100 | 0°50 


1 
2 All other metals ... 1°50 150 
4 Lime, cement, stone, materials of clay and cement for | 
6 Lead, in pigs, and copper matte oge ass ~ --| 200 | 1:00 
9 Cereals and wine... see ote 4°00 2°00 
19 Empty receptacles one... Free, | Free. 
11 All other merchardise and metals... 500 | 250 


Shipping of the 3rd Class. 
Minerals, scoriz, aud iron pyrites... ove 1:00 0°20 


2 All other meta!s ... eee 2:00 1:00 
3 Mineral coal and coke ... bes 2°00 0°50 
4 Lime, cement, stone, materials of clay and cement fo: 
5 Ironiningots.... 2-00 0°50 
6 Lead, in pigs, and coppcr matte ---| 3800 | 1:00 
8 Manure ails 200 | 0°25 
Cereals and wine... = --| 5900 | 2°50 
10 Empty receptacles | Free. 
5°00 


11 All other merchandise and metals ; wa: 


Nortes.—(a) For the purpose of levying t'icse taxes, shipping shall b2 considered 

as being divided into three classes :-— 

First.—The coasting trade properly so called, i., that carried en between 
one Spanish port of the Peninsula and another. Navigation between the 
Peninsula and the Balearic Islands and the Canary Islands and Spanish 
Posessions is assimilatd to coasting trade. 

Second.—The trade between the above-mentioned ports and ports of European 
countries, inclucing the coasts of Asia on the Mediterranean and the c.asts 
of Africa on that sea, and on the Atlautie as far as Cap2 Bojacor. 

Third.—The trade between Spanish ports anil other countries of th> world 
not mentioned in the preceding classes. 

(b) The following are iuc'uded under the hea:ling of manure, viz. :—Nitrate of 

soda, sulph:tes of potash and of soda, Stassfurth salts, phosphates and superphos- 
phates of lime, a: d chlur.te of potash. 
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Turiff Changes and, Oustoms Regulations. 


UNITED STATES. 


The Board of Trude are in receipt, through the Foreign Office,. 
of a copy of a despatch from H.M. Consul- 
Eclipes of the General at New York, stating that the Collectors 


of Customs at New York, Philadelphia, Balti- 
admission O° more, Boston, and Portland (Maine), have been 
Astronomers instructed to afford all proper facilities for the 
Instruments. 


admission, free of duty and charges, of the 
professional instruments of foreign astronomers who propose 
visiting the United States for the purpose of observing the total 
eclipse of the sun on the 28th inst. Persons desirous of availing 
themselves of this privilege should produce such proper proof of 
identity, through the Consuls of their respective countries, as may 
enable the Collectors of Customs at the various ports to carry out 
instructions. 


The following is a copy of an Act of the United States Congress 
South Mendhister South State of 
tituted aPort COmnecticut, a port of delivery. This Act has 
recently been published by the Treasury Depart- 
of Delivery. ment at Washington for the information and 
guidance of United States Customs officers. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
* United States of America in Congress assembled, That South 
‘* Manchester, Connecticut, be, and is hereby, constituted a port of 
“delivery in the Customs collection district of Hartford, Con- 
“‘ necticut, and that the privileges of the seventh section of the Act 
“ approved 10th June, 1889, entitled ‘An Act to amend the statutes 
“*in relation to the immediat? transportation of dutiable goods, 
“and for other purposes,’ be, and they are hereby, extended to 
“said port of South Manchester.” 
* Approved 23rd March, 1900.” 


The following is a list of some decisions affecting the application 

Tariff Classifica. Of the Customs Tariff of the United States 

t which have recently been published by the 

tions. Treasury Department at Washington for the 
guidance of United States Customs officers :— 

Breccia or “ breche violette."—Breccia is dutiable as marble in 
“ block, rough or squared only,” under paragraph 114 of the Tariff, 
at 65 cents per cubic foot. (This amends the decision published 
at p. 121 of the “ Journal” for the 19th ult.). 

Artificial teeth—Artificial teeth are dutiable as manufactures of 
spar under paragraph 115 of the Tariff, at 50 per cent. ad valorem. 
(This amends the decision published at p. 122 of the “ Journal” 
for the 19th ult.}. 
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Dyes or colours derived from coal-tar products.—(1) So-called 
“alizarin blue G,” “ alizarin blue W,” and “alizarin blue G A” 
(paste or powder), is the dye or colour long known in commerce as 
“‘gallein ;” (2) the dye or colour described in invoices variously as 
“ gallocyanine,” “alizarin blue violet shade,” and “alizarin blue 
V 8,” is the article long known as “ gallocyanine,” and belongs to 
the series of oxazine dyes; (3) the article described as “ prune 
pure,” “prune powder,” and as “ prune,” is similar to “ gallo- 
cyanine ;” (4) so-called “alizarin yellow,” and “alizarin yellow 
R,” “alizarin yellow O,” “alizarin yellow G,” “alizarin yellow 
G G W,” “alizarin yellow R W ” (paste or powder), are chemically 
metanitraniline azo salicylic acid and belong to the series either of 
azo or oxyketon or related dyes; (5) dyes or colours described 
variously as “alizarin brown,” “alizarin brown O,” “ alizarin 
brown No. 1131,” and otherwise (paste or powder), are chemically 
anthragallol ; (6) so-called “alizarin green,” “ alizarin green S W,” 
“alizarin green S,” “alizarin green L,” and “coerulein M 8” 
(paste or powder), are the article long known in commerce as 
coerulein, which is made by heating gallein with concentrated 
sulphuric acid. 

None of these are exempt from duty under paragraph 469 of the 
Tariff, but are dutiable at 30 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 
15 as coal-tar dyes or colours. 

Coal-tar products and dyes, benzidin base, &c.—(1) Free benzidin 
base, a product of coal tar, not diazotized or azotized, and which is 
intended for use in the production of substantive azo dyes, is 
exempt from duty under the provision in paragraph 524 of the 
Tariff for “ benzidin.” 

(2) So-called azo-paro-nitraniline” or ‘ azo-para-nitraniline 
P N, new,” “dianisidine salt,” and “ diazo-amido-toluol,” are 
products of coal tar, and dutiable, as such, at 20 per cent. 
ad valorem under paragraph 15 of the Tariff. They are not 
dutiable at 30 per cent.ad valorem as coal-tar dyes or colours under 
paragraph 15, nor are they exempt from duty, as has been claimed, 
as “ dianisidin,” or otherwise, under paragraph 524, being intended 
and adapted for use, in combination with other substances, in 
dyeing fibres or fabrics and in the production of coal-tar dyes or 
colours. 

(3) Formaldehyd, mentioned in protests as “formol,” is a 
product of formic acid and alcohol, and not a product or prepar- 
ation of coal tar. It is in the nature of a gas, and, when dissolved 
in water, is used as a medicine and as an antiseptic, and for other 
purposes. 

Plain Wooden Coverings for Chocolate.—In ascertaining the value 
of chocolate for purposes of classification, Customs officers are 
instructed that it is not proper to include in such value the value 
of plain wooden coverings. These are expressly excluded by 


paragraph 281 of the Tariff. 
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Chip and Straw Braids, &c.—Chip and straw braids or plaits 
stitched or sewn with cotton thread and cord in groups of two or 
more, or into so-called plateaux, about 18 by 36 inches in size, 
and which are intended and suitable for use in making or 
ornamenting hats, bonnets, or hoods, are dutiable at 30 per cent. 
ad valorem under the provisions of paragraph 449 of the Tariff, 
and not at 15 per cent. or 20 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 
409, being expressly excluded therefrom because not composed 
wholly of chip, straw, &c., the cotton thread and cord used and 
labour employed in stitching the same constituting a substantial 
element of cost thereof. 

Jewellery.—(1) Brass finger rings set with various forms of 
coloured glass and often sold in “ prize packages,” necklaces com- 
posed of coloured glass beads, and brass chains in imitation of gold 
arranged with ring or hook or swivel for use as watch chains or 
guards, and women’s fancy hairpins made of metal set with colored 
glass, are dutiable at 60 per cent. ad valorem, as jewellery, under 
paragraph 434 of the Tariff, and not as toys. 

(2) Key chains with ring and loop or hook composed of iron or 
steel, and small metallic magnets and whistles of white metal, 
intended and suitable for the amusement of children, are dutiable, 
respectively, at 45 per cent. and 35 per cent. ad valorem under 
paragraphs 15] and 418 of the Tariff. 

Steel tuhes.—Tubes drawn from hollow billets, recognised com- 
mercially as finished tubes, are dutiable as such under paragraph 
152 of the Tariff, and are not hollow steel billets. Such articles 
are merely the blocks or billets of steel pierced and used for 
drawing into tubes. If subjected to process of drawing after 
piercing, they are not to be classed as billets. 

Magnesium.— Magnesium powder is free of import duty. 

Magnesium ribbon is not free of duty as magnesium, but is 
dutiable, as a manufacture of metal not specially provided for, at 
the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem. 


COLOMBIA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at page 212 of the 
‘Abolition of issue of the r Journal ” for February, 1899, 
1 .respecting the importation of matches into the 

Match Monopoly. [ynited States of Colombia, the Board of Trade 
are now in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a copy of a 
telegram from H.M. Minister at Bogota, stating that a Decree has 
just been published there abolishing the match monopoly and 
allowing the importation of matches on payment of duty. 


. 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a Procewaiane, inet 
by the Governor of Trinidad and Tobago, 
ice xcs ordering that the following dues shall be paid 
Port-of-Spai by all vessels coming alongside or using any 
_ jetty or quay at Port-of-Spain for the purpose 

of landing or embarking goods or passengers, viz. :— 

‘Vessels licensed under the Droghers’ Ordinance, and vessels 
under 10 tons net register will be exempt from dues; but all 
other vessels lying at the jetty and quay will pay the following 
charges :— 

£s @ 
Goods.—For vessels of 60 tons net register and 
upwards—for each ton loaded and discharged ... 0 1 6 
For vessels over 10 and not exceeding 60 tons net 
register, a commuted fee in respect of inward 
cargo, as follows :— 


Over 10 and not exceeding 20 tons 012 0 
» 40 Mf 50 ,, 
and under 60 ,, 112 0 


and a similar charge for outward cargo. 

A further charge will be made for each day the jetty or quays 
are occupied by any vessels beyond three working days in 
discharging or loading; in cases of vessels over 10 and not 
exceeding 60 tons net register of one-third of the amount payable 
under the above scale, and in the case of larger vessels, cargo must 
be loaded or discharged at the following rates :-—— 

Over 60 and not exceeding 100 tons net register, 25 tons per day. 


” 100 99 200 ” 85 
200 ” ” 500 50 ” 
;, 900 tons net register... 


and in default thereof for each day the vessel occupies the jetty or 
quays, a charge of 1s, 6d. per ton at the above rate of discharge 
will be payable. 


&. « .d, 
Passengers—For every passenger landing from or 
embarking in a vessel exceeding 100 tons... Mas 
Vessels not exceeding 100 tons having a passenger 
license for every ton net register inward or outward... 0 0 1 


Until they have been admitted to pratique vessels liable to 
quarantine are not to approach nearer the jetty or quay than 50 
yards. 

Provided that no dues shall be paid in respect of passengers’ 
luggage admitted by the collector as such. 


i 
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RUSSIA. 
The Foreign Office have received from H.M. Consul at Riga, a 
«att telegram dated 21st ult., stating that two 
= steamers had arrived at Riga. ‘The navigation 
a season at that port may therefore be said to be 
re-opened. 


With reference to a note on p. 73 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” 
: : for the 12th ult., a despatch dated 19th ult. 
Popo magi has been received at the Foreign Office from 
Far East. H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg, in which 
it is stated that the freight on sugar by vessels 
of the volunteer fleet has been fixed at the following rates :— 
From Odessa port to Nikolaievsk—per pood, 53 copecks. 
From Odessa port to Vladivostok a 35 
When a consignment exceeds 10,000 poods, a reduction of freight 
is made by mutual agreement. 


FRANCE—MADAGASCAR. 
The Board of 'l'rade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 

New Railway despatch from H.M. Ambassador in Paris, for- 

warding copy of a law recently promulgated in 

Loan. France authorising the Colony of Madagascar to 

raise a loan of 60,000,000 francs (2,400,0001.) for the construction 

of a railway from Antananarivo to the East Coast. Amongst the 
principal provisions of this law are the following :— 

The Government of Madagascar and its dependencies is authorised 
to raise a loan of 60,000,000 francs, repayable within 60 years, for 
the exclusive purposes of the construction of a railway from Antana- 
narivo to Aniverano and for the execution of certain public works. 

The conditions of the loan shall be submitted for the approval 
of the Miniséers of Finance and the Colonies. 

The cost of the following is authorised to be chargeable to the 
money so raised :— 


1. The construction of the Aniverano-Mangora Francs. 
section of the railway . +» 27,000,000 
2. The carrying out of the followi ing works :— 


ments ... 2,350,000 

Telegraph lines... 1,650,000 

Buildings and water supply ..» 2,500,000 
10,700,000 

3. Expenses in connection with the flotation 

of the loan, stamp tax, and miscellaneous 

charges... ove ae 1,300,000 


Total 39,000,000 


»Ta 
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The Decree also states that all rolling stock and all material for 
the construction of the line which cannot be supplied in the island 
should be, as far as possible, of French origin and imported under 
the French flag. 

The construction of further sections of the line will be decreed 
from time to time. 


The “Journal Officiel de Madagascar” of 3rd January publishes 
the following Decree respecting the trade tax 
(contribution des patentes) to which shipping 
companies and shipowners in Malagasy ports 


Trade Tax on 
Shipping Owners. 


are liable :— 

Article 1—From the Ist January, 1900, and notwithstanding 
the Decree of 31st December, 1898, on the subject of the trade tax, 
shipping companies and shipowners, whether engaged in the long- 
distance, coasting or local trades, shall be liable to one trade tax 
only, for the whole of the Island and its dependencies, whatever 
may be the number of their agencies or branches. The amount 
of the trade tax will be fixed as before in conformity with the 
provisions of Articles 3 and 4 of the Decree of 31st December, 1898. 

Article 2—From the same date the trade tax applicable to 
shipping companies or shipowners engaged in the coasting or 
short-distance trade, who own craft of a tonnage equal to or less 
than 50 tons, and carry goods for the account of other persons, 
and who do not personally engage in commercial transactions in 
the nature of sale or exchange shall be fixed as follows, but the 
amount payable must not exceed for the whole of the craft belong- 
ing to one person or company the rate fixed by Articles 3 and 4 
of the Decree of 31st December, 1898, modified by Article 1 of 
the present Decree 


From 1to1l0tons ... 2 francs per ton, with a mini- 
mum of 10 francs. 
» 10to20 ,, ... 8 franes per ton. 
» 20to 50 ,, 


LIBERIA. 
The United States Minister at Monrovia, in a recent Report to his 
Bonded Government calls attention tothe énactment by 


the Liberian Legislature of a law for the estab- 

Warehouses. —jishment of bonded warehouses at every port of 
entry in Liberia as a preventive against smuggling, and also to 
facilitate the col'ection of import duties. 
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URUGUAY. 
The Board of received, Foreign Office, 
P information that the following notice, date 
nee _— 24th March, 1900, has been issued by the 
on Monte Video Board of Health. 

Ordinance No. 49.—The Board of Health decrees :— 

Article 1.—From the date of the publication of the present 
ordinance, captains of vessels staying in this port are bound to 
give notice to the sanitary authorities of any case of illness which 
may occur on board. 

Article 2.—Any contravention of the above rule will be punished 
with a fine of 10 dols. (21. 2s. 6d.). 

(Signed) T. Esprro, President. 
(Signed) A. Tusenne, Secretary. 


TRADE NOTES. 
MINING, METALS, AND MACHINERY. 
QUEENSLAND. 


A communication has been received at the Board of Trade from 

the office of the Agent-General for Queensland 

preteen nigger stating that the oficial gold returns for the 

Quarter, 1900. rat quarter of this year have not yet been 

received, but, approximately, the yield for that period amounted 

to 226,000 ounces, as compared with 204,000 ounces for the cor- 
responding quarter of 1899, 


RUSSIA. 


With regard to new sources of naphtha, but un- 
investigated, along the foreland of the Urals, 

a of the “Commercial and In- 
Industry. dustrial Gazette,” of St. Petersburg, says that 

no practical results have followed, nor are any likely, from private 
initiative, naphtha regions being generally divided out among 
hundreds of prospectors, none of whom are in a position to carry 
out investigations on a large scale. A mania for secresy, too, 
prevails in private enterprise. Capital and scientific geologists 
are required to systematically investigate possible sites. ‘The only 
practical way is for the State to take the matter in hand, and then 
the so much talked of sources in the Gurieff district of the Urals, 
superior, it is said, in productiveness to those of Baku, might be 
properly developed and new sources discovered. And so, too, in 
Central Asia, where there are thousands and thousands of acres of 


230 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [May 8, 1900. 


Trade Notes. 


naphtha sites, the State should take up the whole question, 
both as regards European Russia and Siberia, and so exclude 
foreigners from stepping in. 

The “ Rossiaia” states that the Ministry of Marine has estab- 
lished a large depdt of naphtha at Cronstadt for use as fuel for 
warships. 

The “ Moscow Gazette” states that the new kerosene conduit of 
the Trans-Caspian Railway from Michailovo Station to Batoum, 
214 versts long, is now ready for final trial. The diameter of the 
pipes is eight inches, and the conducting capacity 60,000,000 
poods a year—this pipe line being one of the largest of its kind in 
the world. All the pipes and apparatus, &c., have been made in 
Russian works from plans of Russian engineers. | 


The United States Consul-General reports from St. Petersburg 
Mining in to his Government, as follows: “This consulate 
Siberia. is in receipt of a number of letters by each 
American mail, from all parts of the United 
States, enclosing newspaper articles which say that a Russian 
engineer has recently made a report to his Government, stating 
that the same gold belt which has proved so rich at Cape Nome, 
Alaska, extends across the Bering Sea into Siberia, and that there 
are enormously rich quartz lodes in gold mines all over Russia, 
which are easy to work at a great profit, are owned by the Govern- 
ment, and will be sold to the highest bidder. 

“TI called on M. A. Denissoff, Director of the Mining Depart- 
ment, stated the substance of the articles, and he replied that 
petitions might be made tothe Emperor for permission to prospect 
for minerals in any part of Russia, which should be accompanied 
by recommendations as to the character of the applicant, his 
experience as a mining engineer, capital to be employed, &c., and 
they would be considered ; but the best-informed people here do not. 
believe permits can be obtained to prospect for gold on the coast 
of Siberia until after the Russian Government has fully investigated 
its conditions. 


UNITED STATES. 


H.M. Consul at Baltimore reports to the Foreign Office that, 
Tin-Plate although there had been a considerable rise 
Ind. made during 1899 in the price of tin-plate by 

aay the tin-plate trust, it was not seriously felt by 
the consumers as it amounted to about # c. for each quart can, 
and there was no falling-off in the production in the industry itself. 

The price went up from 2 dols. 50 c. a box of 100 lbs. to 4 dols. 65 c. 

In 1898 the cost of tin-plate bars was 16 dols. a ton, and it 
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was 36 dols. in 1899. Pig-tin, which was in the former year 
14 c. per lb., last year cost 334 c., and a box of tin-plate rose from 
2 to 4 dols. 65 c. a box. The advance in prices is said to have 
been caused by the increase in the demand for the manufactured 
product. Another cause is stated to be the high wages paid to the 
workmen, who are paid by piece-work. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,398.) 


YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


UNITED STATES. 


It is stated in the American press that the Chamber of Commerce 

California Silk ©! San Diego (California) rs been recently 

~aroeriey examining the prospects of the silk industry 

ry of that district. It was found that France 

provides a season for the silkworm of but 42 days, while in 

San Diego four crops of cocoons can be raised each year, and the 

season lasts 240 days. The Chamber of Commerce is now devoting 

its energies to silk culture. Five thousand mulberry trees will be 

distributed at once, and arrangements have been made for the 
purchase of a large quantity of silkworms. 


AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The average prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as 
: received from the inspectors and officers of 
oe Sine. Excise in the week ended the 28th ult., were 
as follow :— 
Wheat... 268. Od. 
Barley .... 258, 2d. 


For further particulars see p. 243. 


A statement is published on p. 244, showing the quantities of the 

; various descriptions of agricultural produce 
pe 4 ~— imported into the United Kingdom during the 
cultural Froduce. week ended the 28th ult.; as well as of the 
imports during the corresponding week of 1899. 


B2 
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RUSSIA. 


The “Commercial and ae Gazette” of St. ae 
F states that a report was lately read at St. 
Petersburg by Mr. I. Klingell, the first 
results of the experiments made by the Govern- 
Const. ment in tea-planting in the valley of the 
Chakva, on the south-eastern coast of the Black Sea. The factory 
on the estate was built in 1899, with exclusively English machinery. 
In July, 1899, there were 55 dessiatines* under tea-culture, mostly 
Chinese plants, especially imported from China. Three crops were 
taken during the year, yielding 27} poods (1 pood = 36 lbs.), 
the best in quality being thesecond. Four funts of green tea-leaves 
were needed for one funt of prepared tea (one funt —144 ozs.). 
In type, Caucasian tea resembles Ceylon of very good quality. 
According to the experts it will find a good sale; the prices 
obtained are first brand 1 r. 90 c., and second 1 r. 60 c. the funt. 
By the spring of 1900 there will be 102 dessiatines under 
plantation, and in the near future 126, and, if the results 
continue favourable they will be extended to 500. The further 
development should go hand in hand with colonisation. With 
rational culture and proper protection from cold winds the crops 
should yield 600 funts per dessiatine, and not 400 as at present 
calculated. The plantations are expected to reach economic 
maturity by 1905, yielding by then a clear profit on outlay. But 
to effect the results desired there should be introduced a persistent 
and rational system of colonisation, and technical improvements 
all round. 

Samples of Chakra tea shown in London received a very 
favourable report, experts even doubting whether they came from 
the Caucasus at all, as it was supposed only brick tea could be 
produced there. The majority of those who tasted it found it 
satisfactory, only people with fixed tastes preferring Ceylon tea. 
But as the latter is developing by great strides in Russia (in 1895 
the consumption was 2,000,000 Ibs. and in 1899 over 10,000,000),+ 
there need be no fear of Caucasian tea ousting it from the market. 


* 1 dessiatine = 2°7 acres. 

+ The amount of Ceylon teas consumed in Russia of late years has been as 
follows : 6,000,000 lbs. in 1897 ; 11,000,000 lbs. in 1898 ; 17,000,000 Ibs, (estimate) 
in 1899. 


JAPAN. 


Mr. A. H. Lay, Assistant in H.M. Consular Service in Japan, says 
Tea Trade that the quantity of tea exported from Japan 

in 1899, during 1899 exceeded that shipped abroad during 

= 1898; but all the same the tea business in 


Japan is becoming more and more unsatisfactory each year, and, 
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for the foreign merchant, at any rate, there is little or nothing to 
be made out of it. In quality the tea of 1899 compared 
unfavourably with the crop of 1898. The practice of picking the 
young leaves in the early spring before they are properly matured, 
tor the sake of obtaining exorbitant prices for small quantities, is 
undoubtedly having a very injurious effect on the plants, and it is 
surprising that Japanese tea-growers do not realise this fact. 

There is not much of interest to record regarding the tea 
season of 1899. The new leaf as usual began to arrive in small 
parcels towards the end of April, and the market was opened on 
the 26th of that month by purchases being made at prices ranging 
from 35 to 40 yen per picul (about 132} lbs.). Common or medium 
teas realised good prices throughout the year, but the amounts 
paid for fine grades of tea were low, and they were in little 
demand in the months of May and June. : “ 

_ The restriction laws in the United States of America requiring 
teas to be up to a certain standard of quality were strictly enforced 
during the year, and a considerable quantity of tea was in conse- 
quence rejected. ‘The imposition of a duty on tea imported into 
that country of 10 c. gold per lb. has certainly had an adverse 
effect upon the consumption of the beverage. 

It was feared that the Canadian Government would impose 
discriminating duties upon teas in the spring of 1899, and heavy 
shipments of low grade teas were made to Canada at the end of the 
preceding season in anticipation. No such duty, however, was. 
enforced, and the large unsold stocks had a contrary influence 
upon the market generally, as the trade with Canada was dull 
throughout the year. But finer teas were in greater request 
than usual there, and the prices obtained for them fairly good. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,397.) 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 26th ult., was 
Cotton Statistics. 64,349, and the number imported during the 
17 weeks ended the 26th ult., was 1,375,666. 
As regards exports, the figures are for the week ended the 26th 
ult., 10,268 bales, and for the 17 weeks, 120,088. 
For further details, see p. 242. 


234 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [May 3, 1900. 


Trade Notes. 


Statistical tables are published at pp. 245-46, which summarise 
the latest periodical returns of trade issued by 

Trade of 4 
Foreign . several of the more important foreign countries 
Geauaet and British Possessions which publish monthly 
untries. statistics of trade. The tables on pp, 245-46 
show the total value of the imports into and exports from each 
country for the latest period for which returns having been received 
at the Board of Trade, the figures for the corresponding periods of 
the two previous years having been added for purposes of com- 

parison. 


RUSSIA. 


A Warsaw paper states that paper-mills there are deliberating on 
raising the price of paper of all sorts 10 per 
cent., and that a new syndicate of writing 
Industry. paper manufacturers is being formed with the 
object of regulating prices and production in Russia generally. 


Paper 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, the 
following particulars regarding a proposed 
Pn veg at Fisheries Exhibition at Warsaw. 
Ww 1, The exhibition will be opened in the 
anne second half of September, 1900, and will last 
two weeks. 

2. The exhibition will consist of eight groups hereafter 
mentioned. 

3. The charge for space has been fixed at :—For one square 
metre under roof, 9 roubles; for one square metre against the 
wall, 1°50 roubles; for one square metre in the garden, 2°25 
roubles. 

4, Foreign exhibits are hors concours. 

5. Declarations have to be sent in by Ist June, 1900, to the 
Committee of the Exhibition, Rue Novogrodski 36, Warsaw, where 
full particulars are obtainable. 

Group No. 1, pond fisheries; 2, river fisheries; 3, river fish- 
breeding and obstacles thereto; 4, angling and fishing as sport ; 
5, preserved fish ; 6, breeding of crayfish ; 7, scientific department ; 
8, exhibits connected with fish-breeding and fishings. 


With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 185 of the 

“Board of Trade Journal” for 26th April, on 

a egg id the subject of the colonisation of Siberia, the 

“Journal de St. Pétersbourg of the 23rd and 

24th April, publishes the following statistics of the emigration of 
Russians to Siberia :— , 
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In 1893... 61,435 immigrants into Siberia. 


» 1895 ... 108,089 
» 1896 ... 202,302 
1897 ... 86575 
1898 ... 205,645 


» 1899 ... 223,981 - 


Emigrants to Siberia are granted railway tickets at one-fourth of 
the ordinary third class fare, and a series of depots has been 
established, where they may obtain food, lodging and medical 
assistance, the latter being accorded gratis. Depots have also 
been established for supplying immigrants with wood required for 
building purposes in districts where timber is scarce; and sale 
agencies for agricultural instruments have been provided for 
supplying settlers with the implements they require, facilities 
being accorded for deferred payment. 


SWEDEN. 


A report received at the Foreign Office from H.M. Minister, at 
Stockholm, states that the returns of emigration 


"a rgueton from Sweden for the period comprised between 
eturns. lst January and 3lst March, 1900, are as 
follows :— 
From Gothenburg ... 1,675 
» Malmo... des 418 
» Helsingborg ... ses oes 102 
» Stockholm one 8 
Total 2,203 


As regards other years the emigration during the first quarter of 
1891, was 5,190; 1893, 7,221; 1895, 1,500; 1897, 1,463; and 
1899, 1,390. 


BELGIUM. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
of a memorandum drawn up at H.M. Legation 


Commercial at Brussels, on the Belgian extraordinary esti- 


Progress. mates for 1900, which have recently been laid 
before the Chambers, and to which the Government has annexed 
the following table showing the development of Belgian commerce 
since Belgium became a Kingdom in 1830 :— 
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1831. 1898. 
General Trade— £ £ 

Total... des £ 8,080,000 251,920,000 
Special Trade— 

Total... 7,440,000 153,240,000 


General commerce includes under “ Imports” all goods which 
have entered Belgium without distinction, whether they are placed 
in bond, delivered for consumption or simply passing through in 
transit. Under “‘ Exports” it includes all goods leaving Belgium, 
whether of Belgian or foreign origin. Special commerce includes 
under “Imports” all goods which have been declared to be for 
consumption in Belgium, whether at the moment of their arrival 
in the country or when they are taken out of bond. Under 
“Exports” it includes all Belgian goods which have left the 
country, as well as foreign goods which have been nationalised. 

Belgium holds the seventh place among the countries of the 
world arranged according to the total value of their “special 
trade” in 1898, but if these countries ke arranged according to 
the value of such trade per head of the inhabitants, Belgium 
occupies the first place in the world. 


Value of Special Trade 

Country. per Head of 
Belgium ... 23 
United Kingdom ... 19 
Germany ... 8 
France... 8 
United States 5 
Austria 4 
Italy 3 
Russia 2 


These tables have been published by the Government to justify 
the heavy expenditure proposed in the estimates which amount to 
5,404,1421. . 

The principal items are :— 

1,260,000/. for new railways, including the construction of a 
new line across Brussels with a central station. The expenditure 
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on this project is estimated at 2,240,0001., but only a small pro- 
portion of this amount is included in the estimates for 1900. 

1,720,942I. for steam engines and other rolling stock which is 
urgently needed. 

680,0001. for port works at Antwerp. 

240,0001. for the fortifications of that city. 

260,000/. for port works at Ostend. 

200,000. for the construction and improvement of roads. 


GERMANY. 


In a report to the Foreign Office by the Commercial Attaché to 
Commercial H.M. Embassy at Berlin, it is noted that in 
Treaties with 18914 series of commercial treaties was made 
by the Empire with Belgium, Italy, Austria- 
Hungary, and Switzerland, the main object of 
which was to secure from abroad the necessaries 
of life for the people (chiefly foodstuffs) and the raw materials 
required for the home industries as cheaply as possible; and, in 
return for this, foreign markets were secured for certain classes of 
German exports. Later treaties of the same class were those with 
Servia in 1892, and with Roumania in 1893, and with Russia in 
1394. These seven Tariff treaties still govern the whole customs 
policy of Germany, they will all expire on 31st December, 1903, 
by which date almost all the other commercial treaties with foreign 
countries could also be made to terminate by giving due notice, 
The German Government are therefore now devoting their efforts 
to ascertain how they can best remodel their Tariff so as to secure 
still wider fields for their expanding exportation. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,400.) 


Foreign 
Countries. 


The Board of Trade have received through og Foreign —e copy 

: of a despatch from H.M. Minister at Berlin, 

pay ere stating that the preparations for the Diisseldorf 

t Dusseldorf Exhibition of 1902 are already in an advanced 

at DusseMior!. state. The official description of this Exhibition 

is “ Industrial and Commercial Exhibition of Rhenish Westphalia, 
combined with a general German Art Exhibition.” 

Its area is not less than 450,000 square metres, of which 126,500 
will be built upon, or almost the same space as that covered with 
buildings at the London Exhibition of 1862. The building for 
the Art Section will cost 53,5001. and that for the industrial part 
45,0001. All the numerous industries of the rich mining district 
of Western Prussia will be fully represented; and Krupp will 
have a large exhibit. The great machine hall will be ready before 
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the end of the year; and the whole of the space, 14,500 square 
metres, has already been disposed of, so that it will be necessary to 
build further annexes. 

This Exhibition will afford a valuable opportunity of studying 
in detail the great advances made in recent years by all the large 
German industries, especially in the iron trade. 


SPAIN. 


A despatch, dated 23rd April, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Ambassador in Paris, reporting 


Bi ne that the French Chamber of Commerce in 
ecient Madrid have established there a Commercial 
Madrid. Museum with the object of making French 


goods known in Spain. French merchants will 
be invited to send samples, catalogues, and price lists for the 
inspection of Spanish merchants. ‘ 

The museum will have nothing to do with the sale of articles ; 
its business being to put the Spanish buyer in communication 
with the French producer. 


SWITZERLAND. 
The “Journal Officiel” of the 26th April publishes the following 
Gamensvelel notice to French commercial travellers, which is 


Travel reproduced as being of interest to British firms 
— sending representatives to Switzerland :-— 

“In virtue of the provisions of Art. 3, para. 3, of the Federal 
Law of 24th June, 1892, concerning commercial travellers’ licences, 
commercial travellers must bear a certificate of identity drawn up 
by the competent authority in their country, ‘stating that the firm 
for which they travel is authorised to carry on its trade in the 
country where it is established.’ On presentation of this certifi- 
cate, commercial travellers may obtain on demand from the author- 
ities of the canton they first visit, the licence with which they 
have to provide themselves in order to do business in Switzerland. 

“The French Consul at Basle has just reported that several 
French commercial travellers have recently arrived in Switzerland 
without being provided with the certificate of identity mentioned 
above, and have consequently been unable to do business until the 
arrival of the document required by the cantonal authorities.” 
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JAPAN. 


The Japanese population, according to the last census, taken up to 
Population the end of 1898, consists of 44,733,379 souls, 
an increase of 754,884, compared with the 

(1898 Census). previous year. The largest cities are: ‘Tokio, 
1,425,366 ; Osaka, 811,855. 

It must not be forgotten that the foreign population of Japan 
remains practically stationary, the increase since 1891 being under 
500 persons. The latest returns of the foreign residents give the 
number as 4,718 (British, 1,763), exclusive of Chinese, who 
number about 5,300. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,397.) 


EGYPT. 


The “Reichs-Anzeiger” of the 23rd March publishes a report 
from the German Consul at Cairo on the subject 
Export of Eggs. of the egg trade of Egypt. This branch of the 
export trade has, it would appear, been in 
existence for about five years, and last season’s export amounted 
to about 30,000 boxes, each containing 1,440 eggs, whilst this 
season’s export is expected to amount to 50,000 boxes. The 
season lasts from the beginning of December until the end 
of March. The eggs come principally from the provinces of Upper 
Egypt—Kench, Girgeh, Assiat, and Fayoum, the latter of which 
supplies the best kind of eggs. The eggs of Lower Egypt are 
much larger than those of Upper Egypt, the latter being very 
small. The eggs are collected in the villages by native middle- 
men, who dispose of them to exporters in Cairo in parcels of 
100,000 and upwards. The eggs are carefully dried and packed 
in wooden boxes—1,440 in each box. Owing to the scarcity and 
consequent dearness of wood in Egypt, the whole of the packing 
material has to be imported from Europe. When packed, the boxes 
of eggs are despatched by rail in closed waggons to Alexandria for 
shipment. About one-half of the exports are sent to Liverpool by 
cargo steamers, the passage taking about 12 days. Considerable 
quantities are sent to France, especially at the beginning of the 
season, and there is also an export trade to Austria. 

The eggs are used chiefly for industrial purposes—biscuit making, 
&c. Prices in London and Liverpool vary from 48s, to 87s. per 
box, the average being from 48s. to 50s, The price at which the 
eggs are bought in Egypt varies according to the market in 
Europe, and under especially favourable circumstances has reached 
150 piastres (say 30s. 6d.) per 1,000, but at other times they have 
only fetched half this amount. 

Business in Cairo is in the hands of two large firms, one of them 
being German, and in Alexandria five larger and a number of 
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smaller houses are engaged in the trade. According to the Customs 
Statistics, in which eggs were separately distinguished for the first 


time in 1897, the exports during the past three years were as 
follow :— 


Quantity. Value. 

Thousands, Egyptian Pounds, 
1898 one 34,982 34,177 


1899 a9 ... Figures not yet published. 43,274 


The Egyptian Quarantine Board invites applications, which must 
Opening for be received by the 3lst inst., and addressed 
Medical Officer © the President of the Quarantine Board at 
Alexandria, for the post of Medical Officer of 
the Board at Suez, with pay commencing at 
8,000 fr., and rising progressively to 12,000 fr. per annum. 
Applications should contain— 
1. Copy of diploma as doctor of medicine granted by a 
University or State. 
2. Certificate of practical study in bacteriology. 
3. Documents attesting a special knowledge of epidemiology. 
4. Medical certificate of a good constitution. 
5. Formal engagement, in event of nomination, to reach Egypt 
during month following official notification. 
Candidates are warned that resignations cannot be accepted 
unless sent in to the President of the Board three months in 
advance. 


at Suez. 


i 
ld 
fi 
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REPORTS OF BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 


Liverpool—A meeting of the committee of the African trade 
section of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce was held on the 
25th ult., Mr. Afred L. Jones, chairman of the section, 
presiding. 

A letter was received from the Colonial Office enclosing a copy of 
Ordinance No. 3, 1900, of the Colony of the Gold Coast, entitled ‘An 
Ordinance to amend the Customs Tariff Ordinance of 1898.”* By 
the operation of this ordinance, to which her Majesty has given her 
consent, bond fide produce of West Africa and coal are exempted 
from import duty when imported into the Gold Coast. Satisfaction 
was expressed at the passage of the ordinance, and it was resolved 
to write to the Government and suggest that similar ordinances 
should be enacted in all the other British West African colonies. 

A letter had been received from the Colonial Office saying that 
the proclamation of Sir R. Moor, dated 12th December last, enacts 
that ad valorem duties should be charged in Southern Nigeria (as 
is done in Lagos) on the value of the goods at the port from which 
the same shall have been imported. Mr. Chamberlain stated that he is 
unaware that any subsequent change had been made in the method 
of assessment, but would communicate the Committee’s letter on 
the subject to the officer administering the government of the 
Protectorate for his report. 

The Lagos Chamber forwarded a copy of a memorial addressed 
by them to the Secretary of State for the Colonies urging the 
extension of the Lagos Railway to Nigeria. The Committee 
supported the memorial to the Colonial Office, who replied on 11th 
April that the question of having surveys made for railways in 
Nigeria is under consideration. 

A letter had been received from the Colonial Office, enclosing a 
copy of a report. by Messrs. Coode, Son, and Matthews, dated the 
7th August, 1897, on the Gold Coast harbours, and copies of a 
report, dated 12th July, 1899, by Messrs. Shelford and Son on the 
subject of a proposed railway from Accra to Kpong on the Volta 
River. It was stated that Mr. Chamberlain proposes to invite 
representatives of the Chambers of Commerce of London, Liverpool, 
and Manchester to meet him and discuss the questions raised in 
these reports, and to the construction of a railway from Accra to 
Kpong, and the improvement of the mouth of the Volta. It was 
decided to call a special meeting of those interested to consider the 
reports, pending which the documents are filed at the Chamber for 
reference. 


* A further reference to this Ordinance will be found on p, 211. 
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Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 17 Weeks ended 26th April, 1900. 


Week 17 Weeks 
ended ended 
26th April, | 26th April, 
1900. 1900, 


American on 
Brazilian 
East Indian eee 


Brazilian 

East Indian... 
Egyptian 
Miscellaneous ... 


Total 


Total 


IMPORTS. 


46,445 1,092,064 


10,247 58,506 
431 6,008 
5,594 205,942 
1,632 13,146 


64,349 1,375,666 


Exports, 

8,657 75,141 
8,295 
545 6,594 
701 89,274 
865 8,787 

10,268 128,088 


=. 
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Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
28th April, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


— Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus. 
Wheat ‘ 70,006 6 26 
Barley ere roe eee eee . 7,785 6 25 2 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1896 to 1899 :— 


Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Corre- 
sponding 
eek in 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. “Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 
Qrs. Bus. Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus. & & a. & 
1896 «| 37,806 1 12,8438 4] 9,935 4 | 25 8 22 6 14 3 
1897 eee} 38,241 5 5,233 1] 6,825 2 | 27 9 20 5 17 8 
1898 eo-| 51,347 0 3,530 0] 9,323 5 | 38 4 27 10 18 11 
1899 .| 74,060 2 11,904 1 | 12,454 0 25 0 25 10 17 5 
| 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bush 


unds for every bushel of barley, 
of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
q Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
i uce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
4 28th April, 1900, together with the quantities imported in the corre- 
q sponding week of the previous year. 
i Week ended | Correspond- 
28thiA pril, ing week 
1900. in 1899. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... sigs Number 10,110 12,502 
Sheep and lambs... wes ” 15,200 29,642 
we we ous Cwts, 79,859 56,446 
Pork 11,181 11,400 
Salted or preserved ‘meat :— 
Cwts. 139,202 112,683 
Hams ove won ” 45,016 29,772 
Pork ove ” 4,458 5,874 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh . ie 12,065 14,283 
Meat, preserved, otherwise than bysalting 14,087 10,689 
; Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Cwts, 70,775 57,276 
Margarine ... ” 17,404 16,866 
Milk, condensed . 17,619 18,863 
Milk and cream, “fresh or preserved, 
other than condensed milk ane runt 99 184 48 
Grt. Hundr, 243 084 320,245 
Poultry and game ... one ose Value £ 11,647 4,206 
— dead (not tinned) ose eee Cwts. 1,318 5.019 
Lard = 48,443 86,764 
Corn. erain, meal and flour :— 
Whea: - Cwts, 1,745,900 1,294,000 
Wheat-mesi andfiowr 479,100 334,500 
Oats “4 376,800 235,500 
Beans ove ab ove 40,000 78,700 
Maize or Indian corn 1,297,200 1,151, "600 
Fruit, raw :— . Cwts. Bushels, 
Apricots and peaches* 198 
Cwts, Bushels. 
ove 31 
Currants* .. ° 
Pears ove 268 
Strawberries* ... — 
Unenumersted ... 2,079 18,959 
Hops ... Cwts. 1,660 1,282 
Vegetables, raw 
Onions... ooo Bushels. 202,731 202,263 
Potatoes eee woe on Cwts. 803,375 280, 103 
Unenumerated ... Value £ 25, 721 82,768 
* These fruits were included with fruit unenumerated prior to 1900. 
¢ Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1900. 


| 
| 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 245 


May 3, 1900. ] 


Trade of Foreign Countries. 


I—IMPORTS. 


Statement of the Imports of Merchandise into the undermentioned 
Countries for which Returns have been received. 


(The Returns are exclusive of Bullion and Specie except where otherwise stated.) 


Imports. 


| Period of 
Countries, Year - 
ending. 1898, 1899. 1900. 

(2 Months) | February.) Francs »%75,228,000 293,425,000 325,160,000 
Belgium* Months) | March >..| Francs 447:237/000 494'899;000 | _509'887,000 
— (2months) | February | Francs 744,532,000 715,362,000 689,030,000 

(3 months) | March Francs 1,148,939,000 | 1,123,191,000 | 1,139,037,000 
Spain* (2 Months) ...... February .| Pesetas 104,047,000 127,808,000 130,332,000 
1897 ) (1898.) (1899.) 
Portugal (9 Months) ... | Sept. ......) Milreis 31,815,000 37,091,000 88,300,000 
Italy (2 Months) ...... | February.) Lire 194,639,000 283,276,000 238,486,000 
Austria-Hungary (2 February.) Kronen 258,898,000 255,741,000 276,822,000 
Months) (1897-8.) (1898-9.) | (1899*1900.) 
United States (8 Mths.) | February.) Dollars 393,691,000 427,202,000 555,070,000 
(1897-8.) (1898-9.) (1899-1900. ) 
Mexico+ (8 Months) ... | February.| Dollars 27,403,009 31,255,000 88,184,000 
(1897-8.) (1898-9.) | (1899-1900.) 
British India (10 Mths.) | January ..| Rupees 56,88,51,000 | 55,88,33.000 59,54,71,000 
(1897-8.) (1898-9.) | (1899-1900.) 
Canada* (8 Months) ... | February .| Dollars 79,722,000 96,842,000 | 115,229,000 
In Pounps SreruineG 
~ 106,000 
: 2Months) | February 11,009,000 11,737,000 13,006, 
Belgium {{ Months) | March 17,889,000 19776,000 | 20,898,000 
Frente (2 Months) | February 29,781,900 28,615,000 27,561,000 
(3 Months) | March . 45,958,000 44,927,000 45,561,000 
Spain* (2 Months) ...... February 4,162,000 5.112.000 5,213,000 
(1897.) (1894.) (1899.) 
Portugal (9 Months) ... | Sept. ...... 7,158,000 8,345,000 $,618,000 
Italy (2 Months) ....... .. | February . 7,786,000 9,331,000 9,539,000 
Austria-Hungary(2 Ms.) | February . 10,787,000 10,656,000 11,513,000 
(1897-8.) (1898-9.) | (1899-1900.) 
United States(8 Months) | February. 82,019,000 89,000,000 115,640,000 
(1897-8.) (1898-9,) | (1899-1900.) 
Mexicot (8 Months) ... | February. 5,481,000 6,251,000 7,637,000 
Re. (1897-8.) Re, (1898-9,) |Ra.(1899-1900) 
British India (10 Mths.) | January... 56,885,100 55,833,300 59,547,100 
£ (1897-8.) £ (1898-9.) |£ (1899-1900) 
Canada* (8 Months) ... | February. 16,609,000 20,071,000 24,006,000 
United Kingdom (3 Ms.) | March ... 119,099,000 118,243,000 | 127,079,000 


* Value of Principal Articles Imported only 
+ The values of the imports are stated in go 


id, and the dollar has been converted into 


English currency at the rate of 4s. The figures for Mexico include Bullion and Specie. 
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Trade of Foreign Countries—continued. 


II.—EXPORTS. 


Statement of the Exports of Merchandise from the undermentioned 
Countries for which Returns have been received. 


(the Returns are exclusive of Bullion and Specie except where otherwise stated.) 


Period of 
Countries. Year 


March ,, 384,940,000 —-399,784,000 | 418,066,000 
(2 | February | Francs 477,833,000 498,090,000 545,544,000 

(8 ,, )| March 790,925,000 802,980,000 | 897,699,000 
Spain* (2 Months) ... | February | Pesias 129,748,000 104,218,000 114,536,000 


Belgium* February | Francs 224,688,000 | 239,953,000 | 244,788,000 


(1897) (1898.) (1899.) 
Portugal (9 Months) ... | Septembr.| Milreis 20,581,000 22,546,000 21,529,000 
Italy (2 Months) ... | February | Lire 187,498,000 199,233,000 220,560,000 
Austria-Hungary(2Mh.) | February | Kronen 216,733,000 261,313,000 | 261,030,000 

(1897-8.) (1898-9.) (1899-1900.) 
United States (8 Mths.) | February | Dollars 813,285,000 843,433,000 | 919,497,000 


(1897-8.) (1898-9.) (1899-1900. 

Mexicot (8 Months) ... | February | Dollars 83,961,000 92,866,000 93,480,000 
1897-8.) (1898-9.) | (1899-1900.) 

British India (10 Mths.) | January...) Rupees 74,63,24,000 88,73,23,000 | 84,47,88,000 
(1897-8.) (1898-9.) | (1899-1900.) 
Canada* (8 Months) ... | February | Dollars 116,323,000 | 111,305,000 122,422,000 


In Pounps 


£ £ 
‘ (2 Months) | February . 8,988,000 9,598,000 9,792,000 
Belgium* 4 (3 15,398,000 15.991.000 | 16,523,000 
(2 ,,  )| February 19,113,000 19,924,000 21,822,000 
France (3 4, )| March 31,637,000 32,119,000 35,908,000 
Spain* (2 Months)... | February 5,190,000 4,169,000 4,581,000 
(1897.) (1892. ) (1899.) 
Portugal (9 Months) ... | September 4,631,000 5,073,000 4,844,000 
Italy (2 Months) ... | February 7,500,000 7,969,000 8,822,000 
Austria-Hungary(2Mh.) | February 9,031,000 10,888,000 10,876,000 
(1897-8.) (1898-9.) | (1899-1900.) 
United States (8 Mths.) | February 169,434,000, 175,715,000 191,562,000 
(1897-8) (1898-9.) (1899-1900.) 
Mexicot (8 Months) ... | February 8,396,000. 9,2%7,000 9,348,000 
Re. (1897-8.) Re. (1898-9) |Re. (1899-00.) 
British India(10Months) | January 74,632,400 88,732,300 87,478,800 
£ (1897-8,) £ (1898-9) | £ (1899-00.) 
Canada* (8 Months) ... | February 24,233,000 | 28,189,000 | 25,504,000 
United Kingdom** March ... 57,707,000 | 62,054,000 | 72,199,000 
(3 Months) | 


* Value of Principal Articles Exported only, 
The values of the exports are stated in silver and the dollar has been converted 


into English currency at the rate of 2s. The figures for Mexico include Bullion and 


Specie. 
peo Exports of British and Irish produce and manufactuces. 


‘ 
q 

= 1898. | 1899. | 1900. 
| 
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Annual Series. 

Reports of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the followin places, 
and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East 
Harding Street, Fleet Sireet, E.C. 


No. Place. | Price. 
2371 Denmark (1898, Supplementary) eee hd. 
2372 Senegal and Dependencies ane pom ld. 
2373 German East Africa (Coast Towns) | 
2374 Denmark. (1896-7 to 1900-1) ... eas 
2375 Germany, Prussian Finance, 1897-1900 ... tte an ld. 
2376 Naples (1899) sos coo | 
2378 Portugal (1897 and 1898) ave 
2379 Hiogo and Osaka (1898) ove 
2380 Venice (1898-99) 
2381 Argentine Republic (Finances, 1898- 99) .. 
2382 New Orleans and District coo | 
2383 Servia (1898 and —_— ove ove ove 14d. 
2384 Somali Coast . 24d. 
2386 Netherlands (1899)... oo ove eee 14d. 
2387 Havre (1899) ose 2d. 
2388 Ciudad Bolivar ove 34. 
2389 Para (1898-99) soe eee oes ld. 
2390 Italy (1898 and 1899) . ve baie 
2391 Texas (1899) . 
2392 Curagoa and Dependencies (1899) 
2393 La Rochelle and District (1899)... | 
2394 Charlestown and District (1899) gd. 
2395 Coquimbo (1898) eee ose 4d. 
2396 Trebizond and Sivas (1899) gah ose 13d. 
2397 | Japan (1899) .. | 25d. 
2398 Baltimore (1899) 2d. 
2399 Mozambique and Quilimane (1899) 1d, 
2400 Germany (1899) 
2401 Stockholm and East Sweedish Coast cased) ose eee 24d. 
2402 Bohemia (1899) 13d. 
2406 Cadiz and District (1899) 2d. 
2407 Corunna and District (1899)... | 
2408 Patras and District (1899) ld. 


Miscellaneous Series. 
The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad 
on 0h we of general and commercial interest have also been issued 


in 1 and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 
No. | Price. 
519 Belgiwm.—¥lax Industry of Courtrai_... 
520 France.—Report on French Colonies... 54. 
521 Germany.—New Imperial German Mortgage Bank Law... ld. 
522  Russia.—Report on Russian Railways... we 
523 Russia.—Report on the Russian Coal Crisis 4d 


524 Germany.—Report on the German Colonial Estimates for1900| 1d. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. | May 3, 1900. 


Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series have also been issued 
this year, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. 


Price. 


Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and France 
respecting the Waiver of Consular Fees on the issue of 
certificates of origin . 

Agreement between the United Kingdom and France for the 
exchange of Press telegrams by night at reduced rates ... 

Declaration between the United Kingdom and France pro- 
longing for one year the Declaration of 11th December, 
1888, regulating telegraphic communication between the 
two countries . 

Declaration between the “United “Kingdom and the Grand 
Duchy of Luxemburg ay the Reciprocal Protection 
of Trade Marks os 

Procés-Verbal recording the accession of the Russian empire 
to the Cape Spartel International a Convention 
of 31st May, 1865 = see 

International Sanitary Convention 7 

Convention and Declaration between the United Kingdom 
and Germany for the settlement of the Samoan and other 
questions .. 

Convention between the "United Kingdom, “Germany, and 
the United States of America for the adjustment of ques- 
tions relating to Samoa.. 

Treaty between the United Kingdom ‘and the Republic of 
San Marino for the Mutual Extradition of — 
Criminals soe 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued in 1900, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 


Annual. 


Place. 


Seychelles... 
Christmas and Cocos- Keeling Islands 
Straits Settlements 
Basutoland 


|| 7 
| | 
1 
3d. 
2 
4d. 
3 
| ad. 
5 
4d. 
6 3d. 
7 
hd. 
4d. 
9 
ld. 
No. | | Price. 
283 | Jamaica we] 4d. 
285 
287 
288 


4 
i 
i 
i 
tim 
| 


